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Annual  Cross-­‐Channel  Swim  Announced  by  Hood  River  County  Chamber    
  Unique  Event  Captures  the  Spirit  of  Hood  River  
    
  At  91  years  old,  Roy  Webster  was  still  cheering  on  friends  and  family  as  they  participated  in  the  Hood  

of  the  event  67  years  ago  when  he  challenged  himself  to  swim  across  the  Columbia  River  between  
Washington  and  Oregon  at  Hood  River.  Today  550  brave  swimmers  cross  the  1.1  mile  stretch  in  the  early  
dawn  on  Labor  Day  at  the  annual  Columbia  River  Cross  Channel  Swim,  and  the  exceptional  event  draws  
people  from  around  the  world.  
    
On  the  day  of  the  swim,  participants  board  the  famous  Sternwheeler  paddleboat  on  the  south  shore  of  
the  Columbia  at  the  Hood  River  Port  to  be  ferried  across  the  river  to  the  Washington  shore.  When  
signaled,  swimmers  jump  off  the  Sternwh
River.  To  help  them  find  their  way,  a  special  swim  lane  lined  with  volunteers  in  sail  boats,  kayaks,  and  
paddle  board  are  there  to  guide,  encourage,  and  protect  swimmers  as  they  cross  the  channel.  
    

ups,  friends,  families,  and  teams  to  this  swim we  
  

    
As  for  Webster,  his  local  orchard  has  evolved  into  The  Fruit  Company,  now  owned  by  his  children  and  
grandchildren  who  still  carry  on  the  tradition  of  support  for  the  Cross  Channel  Swim  by  sponsoring  the  
event.  The  swim  is  also  sponsored  by  the  Best  Western  Hood  River  Inn  and  Providence  Memorial  
Hospital.  
    

cht  
Club,  Gorge  Master  Swimmers,  and  dozens  of  kayakers  and  support  staff  who  help  swimmers  from  
registration  all  the  way  through  to  the  end  of  the  swim.  It  is  truly  a  community  effort and  a  whole  lot  

  
    
The  Columbia  River  is  the  largest  river  in  the  Pacific  NW  of  the  United  States  and  the  fourth  largest  river  

Nevada,  Wyoming  Montana,  and  Utah)  and  one  province  in  Canada.  The  most  significant  environmental  
force  in  the  Pacific  Northwest  region  of  the  United  States,  the  Columbia  runs  for  more  than  1,200  miles  
from  the  base  of  the  Canadian  Rockies  in  southeastern  British  Columbia  to  the  Pacific  Ocean  at  Astoria,  
Oregon,  and  ILWaco,  Washington.  
    
Those  wishing  to  swim  in  the  annual  event  are  encouraged  to  register  early  as  the  Cross  Channel  Swim  

http://www.active.com/swim-­‐meet/hood-­‐river-­‐or/columbia-­‐river-­‐cross-­‐channel-­‐swim-­‐2010  and  for  
more  information  call  541-­‐386-­‐2000  or  800-­‐366-­‐3530.    



The  community  of  Hood  River  welcomes  the  summer  and  visitors  to  the  event  with  a  Labor  Day  
weekend  full  of  activities,  and  the  area  offers  exceptional  dining,  lodging,  wineries  and  pubs,  farm  
stands  along  the  Fruit  Loop,  shopping,  and  a  host  of  other  outdoor  sports including  windsurfing,  
rafting,  paddleboarding,  kiting,  and  biking.    
  
The  Hood  River  County  Chamber  supports  economic  and  tourism  development  for  the  region  and  
provides  promotional  programs  to  its  425  members.    As  a  county-­‐wide  organization,  it  supports  
businesses,  organizations  and  governmental  agencies  in  Cascade  Locks,  Hood  River,  Parkdale,  Odell,  Pine  
Grove  and  Mount  Hood.    
    
  
  Kerry  Cobb  
Marketing  Coordinator  
Hood  River  County  Chamber  of  Commerce  
541-­‐386-­‐2000  ext.  226  
    
  
Join  us  for  our  68th  annual  Cross  Channel  Swim,  Monday  September  6.  Sign  up  at  
http://www.active.com/swim-­‐meet/hood-­‐river-­‐or/columbia-­‐river-­‐cross-­‐channel-­‐swim-­‐2010  


